OTHER   RELIGIOUS   SECTS

admission into Paradise. As soon as the breath has
left the body, a dog is brought in from the street to
ascertain if life is really extinct. This idea origin-
ated evidently from the old Zoroastrian idea that
the evil spirit is expelled from a dead body by
means of a "four-eyed dog" being brought in and
made to look at the dead, the extra "two" eyes
being represented by two black spots over the brow
of the dog. The body is then placed on a bier and
carried to the Towers of Silence, or " dakhmehs,"
by men specially set apart for that purpose. These
men are looked upon as unclean from their contact
with the dead, therefore only those whose work it
is to do so will touch the body, the cleansing neces-
sary after defilement from contact with the dead
being so exacting and laborious.

On arriving at the dakhmeh, prayers are recited
by the priests and the body laid on an iron grating,
so that when the vultures and other birds of prey
have done their horrible work, the bones fall down
and are safe from molestation by dogs and jackals.

The dakhmehs, always some distance from the
town, are built in a circular shape, some of the
largest being 200 or so feet in diameter. They are
generally built on rising ground, and form a land-
mark for many miles around.

Prayers for the dead are said for three or four
days after the death, and holy fire is kept burning
in the house of the deceased during the whole of
that time, as the soul is not supposed to leave the
body till the fourth day after death.

The better-class Parsees " mourn " for a year after
the death of a near relative; that is, they keep up